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Admissions  

 2014 - Admitted to the Bar (New South Wales) 

Qualifications 

 2012 - Master of Taxation: University of New South Wales  (first in graduating class) 

 1992 - Bachelor of Laws: University of New South Wales 

 1990 - Bachelor of Commerce: University of New South Wales 

Professional Experience 

Prior to being called to the New South Wales Bar, I spent 18 years in foreign capital markets providing advice 
on the commercial, accounting and tax implications of transactions that involved the movement of assets, 
liabilities or personnel across international borders. I specialized in the applicable taxation rules of numerous 
foreign jurisdictions as well as business entity and financial instrument valuation.  On returning to Australia, I 
provided commercial advisory services to Federal Treasury as a member of a specialist task force. 

My professional experience is inter-disciplinary covering taxation, general law, accounting, banking, 
regulatory, public economics and the mathematics of financial markets.  

As a barrister in GFWC, a leading tax chambers, I have acquired extensive experience of the Australian Taxation 
Office audit, objection and dispute resolution process.  I now provide bespoke Australian and NSW taxation 
advice to a range of professional advisors, enabling them to service their own taxpayer-clients’ needs.   
 
These advisors include: 

• Small and medium sized legal firms 
• Small and medium sized accounting practices 
• In-house corporate counsel  
• In-house counsel for government agencies and local councils 
• Local and international family offices 
 

The taxpayer-clients of the professional advisors whom I serve typically include: 

• Privately held Australian corporate groups 
• High net worth individuals 
• Foreign private entities 
• Government agencies and local councils 
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The taxation issues which I encounter more frequently include: 

• Inheritance and intergenerational wealth transfer 
• Acquisition and disposal of real property 
• Restructuring of existing business groups or family groups 
• Investment into Australia by foreign entities 
• Investment out of Australia by local entities 
• Consequences of losing or acquiring Australian tax residency 
• Implications of the valuation methodology to be applied to business entities or financial instruments 
• Availability of capital gains tax exemptions and concessions 
 

The circumstances in which taxpayer-clients more frequently call for my advice include where: 

• A present business or family decision creates future taxation risks: those risks need to be identified 
and evaluated 

• A large, well-known accounting firm has suggested tax planning that appears “too good to be true”:  
an independent “second opinion” is required 

• The Commissioner of Taxation has indicated that he will commence an audit of a taxpayer’s affairs:  
the audit process needs to be carefully and sensibly managed 

• The Commissioner of Taxation has completed an audit and issued amended assessments to a 
taxpayer: the dispute resolution process needs to be carefully and sensibly managed 

• A taxpayer requires a private ruling on a particular aspect of his, her or its tax affairs: all relevant 
factual circumstances must be disclosed in order to ensure the ruling is binding on the Commissioner. 

I count both the Federal Commissioner of Taxation (the ATO) and the Chief Commissioner of State Revenue 
of NSW (Revenue NSW) amongst my clients and seek to provide advice to the private sector which accurately 
reflects existing law but at the same time enables objective elucidation of all commercial possibilities. 

 
Areas of Expertise 

 Taxation and revenue  

 Law of valuation of financial instruments and 
entities 

Professional Memberships  

 Member, New South Wales Bar Association 

 Fellow, FINSIA 

 Chartered Tax Adviser, The Tax Institute  

Publications 

 Trust beneficiaries and exemptions from CGT: reflections on the Oswal litigation, (2016) 51 Taxation in 
Australia 296 

 Part IVA - with extra tax benefit!, (2013) 42 Australian Tax Review 234 - with G Cooper 

 Freezing orders and garnishee notices, (2013) 16 The Tax Specialist 186 - with RL Seiden 

 Tax benefits, part IVA and treaty tourism - evaluating the ATO assault on foreign private equity, (2012) 
41 Australian Tax Review 62 

 The Patchwork Landscape:  where Article 13(4) of the OECD Model and Division 855 meet rugged 
terrain, (2011) 40 Australian Tax Review 205 


